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eee Protection of British Nationals in Palestine after 
si") '88995/1260/31 | withdrawal of forces from Haifa. 


Number 
Refers BMEO telegram No. 213 of 26th. June (rptd. to 


TELEGRAM FROM Haifa No.189 - B8751/1260/31 )e 
Mr. Marrdott, HAIFA. There is no question of diplomatic immunity as far 
No. 172 as Haifa is concerned, but the only protection 
TOP SECRET. anticipated will be required against the irrespon- 
Dated Ue 7e 48 sible Jewish elements, Transport is available 
oa 1 to convey Consulate staff and Zuropean British left 
in Registry! 5e 1e48 in Haifa to a point of embarkation. 


Repeated to BMEO,Cairo, and Jerusalem 
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‘This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


Cypher/(TP ; 
FRO. HAIFA TO FOR:IGN C¥rICs. F ; 












I, .arricit. ' _8J¥99 
202 172, De 11.15 a.m, 4th July, 1948, 


4th July, 1°48, de 12.56 pom. 4thovuHlL10eS4 8 
.epeated to 5,.....C. Cairo and Jerusalem, 
Liu. wDIATs. 
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4th July, repeate 


Your telegrau le. 198060" 3 


2 There is of course ne question of diplomatic 
immunity so far as tiaifa is cencerned. ..y staff and I 
are at present a what etree I an entitled to 
expect. I do net (repeat not) anticipate that protection 
will be required against constituted autherities, The 
risk we run is frem irresponsible elements like I,°.1L, 
and the ‘tern st er ss s result ef eur ewn conduct, 
This risk is censtsnt and knewn t® all. The overthrow 
ef the present "Gevernnent" by I,Z,L, weuld increase it 
but I de net (repeat net) believe even then a cencerted 
attack would be mace en us, ve sheulad prebably be 
required te leave at shert netice and I sheuld presuuably 
be given a chance to ask for the means te do so, 


. Yumbers given for Pritish are as near as I 
can est inate. 


4,. I have the Sra Ieer Ss if I oan use it, necessary 
te cenvey my own staff ana the few kuropean British left 

in naife, with whom I an in touch, to a prin’ of eubarkat ion 
but I have no ceans ef couuunication with the British in 

o- Ee Tel aviv, hazareth, Tiberias eae by post, The 
sritish arabs anc Jews sre for the mest part unknown to we 
anc = is rot krewr hew uwany of the fermer have left the 
ceuntry. 


; o&. 8 6©..y United states colleague thinks tne figures 
fer the suerican natienals Tenens cerrect except for Jews 
woon he put at 5,500. ide is trying te werk eut a plan 
and agrees generally with ny estimate of the risk, | The 
reed for evacuatien weuld arise se sudderly that I do not 
see bow a landins party end air cever coulo arrive in time, 
< thin evacuation coulé only be effected with the co- 
Operation ef lecal authorities which would not be forth- 
Couiing if there were a landing varty. 


foreign Cffice please pass te B.:. ..C. and Jerusalen 
as my telegrans 3 and 31 resvectively. 


(Repeated to 3,....0, and Jerusalem), 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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Despatched _M. 


TOP SECRET 


Addressed, to Haifa _telegram estes 


of /° July repedted, to Jepuwaien, B.M.E.O. 


and Washington. 


Your telegram No.172 fruffouiy | 


Your present position and that of your 


staff is very much in (ouk thoughts. If it 


. , om wheats ~ me 
becomes more critical, Pa etie 


> t 
in the—lLest—resort—you-tmve Tull discretion to 
Ww. APY dete 


2. , Meanwhile I should like you to 
consider whether it is possible for you to 
reduce your liabilities by sending some of your 
staff out of the country without thereby 
destroying the value of the Consulate-General 
“a a whole, 

| 3. If you are placed in a dangerous 
situation while representatives of the Mediator | 
are still in Haifa, you should appeal to them 
for protection. It oseure to me however that 
your American colldague might be able to offer 


Ctrareteae of 
more vengaeenpralestean in an extreme 


femergency 


, 
e 
. @« 


e. 
onergency /B giving sanctuary to you and your 


a 


staff in the U.S. Consulate. Unless you sre 
objection, you should immediately put this 
possibility to him. 


4, Please keep me informed of thr 


measures vou take, 
4 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorise: recipient and not passed on]. 


Cypher/OTF, DIPTOMATIC (SSC23T) DISTRIVUTION, 





FROM FOR CIGH CFFICS TO HAIFA, 


No, 264, 
—— D. 7,20 am, 8th July 1948, 


7th July 1948, 


Repeated to: Jerusalem 110,339; 
BI, 8.0, (Cairo) No.757; 
washington !o,.7409, 


DMEDI ATE. 


TOP _SCRET, 


Addressea_ to Haifa telegram No.264 of 
7th July, repeated for Tarornstion to Jerusalen, 
Br. 0, (Cairo) and ‘‘ashington, 

' Your telegram No.172 [of 4th July], 


Your preset position and that of your staff 
is very much my thoughts, If it becomes more 
critical, you should inform me immediately, 


2. Meanwhile I should like you to consider 
whether it is possible for you to reduce your 
liabilities by sending some of your staff out of the 
country without thereby destroyins the value of the 
Consulate-General as a Whole, 


5. If you are placed in a dangerous situation 
while representatives of the Mediator are still in 
Haifa, you should appeal to them for protection. It 
occurs to me hoWever that your American colleague 
might be able to offer more tangible assistance or 
protection in an extreme emergency e.g. by giving 
sanctuary to you and your staff in the United States 
Consulate, Unless you see objection, you should 
innediately put this possibility to him, 


4, Flease keep me informed 07 the measures you 
take. 


[Copy sent to ifiddle Zast Secretariat. ] 


